          A Few Words about the British Way of Life
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1. The traffic regulations in Great Britain differ from ours: we are to keep to the right, while they are to keep to the left.

2. The English buses are very high, because they are double-decked.

3. The concentration of some professions in certain streets is characteristic for London. For example, if someone works in Fleet Street, you know that he is a journalist, if someone works in Harley Street, you know that he is a medical man.

4. The post boxes and telephone boxes are red, while taxis are black in the UK.

5. The houses are not very big, they are mostly two-storeyed buildings with as many front doors and as many little gardens as there are lodgers in the house. The windows of one and the same house are painted in different colours. And not only the windows, the doors, steps and walls are painted in different colours, everybody paints his own part of the house in the colour he likes the best.
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6. Central heating is found in very few houses even in London. In most rooms there is a fireplace. Englishmen are fond of spending their evenings round the fire. This is an old tradition.
7. The English people like tea more than coffee, that’s there are so many tea-rooms or tea-shops where people go shopping and can have a rest.

8. Sunday is a very quiet day in London. All the shops, theatres and most of the cinemas are closed. Londoners like to go out of town on Sundays. It is also their tradition.

9. The English like flowers very much. If you don’t believe it’s true, look at all gardening books in the bookshops, find out how many flowers arranging societies there are in England. If you want to please an Englishman be very polite about his or her garden.

10. The Englishman likes a good breakfast. To him a good breakfast means porridge with milk, fish, bacon and eggs, toast and marmalade, tea or coffee. In fact it is the same from day to day, from January to January.
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